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Greetings
We’ll remember 2007 as an excellent
growing year. An early dry spell gave
us a perfect window of opportunity
to get our seedlings and transplants in
the ground. A week or so of light rain
watered them in real well, and they
took off growing. This excellent stand
will be reflected in future harvests.
Our temperate summer climate, not
too hot and not too cold, encourages
steady growth.It helps us develop
straight trunks and uniform canopies
as we stake, tie, tape and prune our
trees through the growing season.
Although the Willamette Valley is
known for its rain, we get very little
precipitation in the summer. Extra dry
weather in August and September, and
a series of chilly nights combined to
give us knockout fall color that lasted
from September through November.

The cool fall days helped the trees
into dormancy a little earlier than usual,
and got digging off to a good start.
We are full speed ahead with digging,
grading and storage. We are impressed
with the quality of trees as they come
across the grading tables and make
their way to the sawdust beds and cold
storage facilities.

Storing Havest Gold Lindens
in the sawdust

One of the best trees for fall color
was our new introduction, Redpointe®
Maple. Its color is consistently bright
red regardless of yearly variations in
weather.

Very favorable feedback is coming
our way from customers who planted
the first trees that we shipped in 2005.
Growers in Georgia, Pennsylvania,
Illinois, California, Iowa, Alabama and
other states are enthused about this
tree – it’s performing very well. We’re
looking forward to the day when our
customers will have enough of these
trees in their fields that we can begin
our promotion to landscape architects
and other specifiers. To promote
this tree in the way that it deserves,
we’ll need your help. Please keep the
feedback and photos coming. And if
you haven’t tried growing this tree yet,
you’re missing out!

Emerald Sunshine® Elm

Elms are making a comeback on
our city streets. We committed to
growing them when the first disease
resistant cultivars became available
nearly 20 years ago. Now, a national
elm evaluation trial is underway that
will help determine the best cultivars
for your market area.
In 2005, we contributed more than
1,000 trees to be planted at 16 trial
sites in 15 states. Observations and
performance data of nineteen cultivars
will be collected at Colorado State
University. Results will be reported on
their website. You can find most of the
cultivars in our arboretum, in a trial
planting in our nursery’s parking lot,
and (most importantly) on our stock
available list.
Long-term, results of the elm trial
will help nurseries and tree specifiers
determine which cultivars perform
best on a regional basis. Stay tuned...

ANLA’s Kick the Dirt Tour in late
September was a good learning
experience for me and my nephew,
Gordy Webster, our Hood Acres Farm
Manager. It was real impressive to
see how other growers adapt and/or
invent equipment and techniques for
growing better trees. We appreciate
how generous the six host nurseries
were with sharing information and
showing us the inner workings of their
operations. As always, we came away

from the tour with good ideas for
improving the way we grow trees.
We salute ANLA for another
impressive tour, and thank the nurseries
for their great hospitality: Hinsdale
Nurseries, Wilson Nurseries, Midwest
Groundcovers, Kankakee Nursery,
Kendall Hill Nurseries and Kaneville
Tree Farm. All are long-time customers
who do a great job growing trees.

Ithaca, New York, is to be
congratulated for excellence in urban
forestry. The city was recognized for its
beautification efforts and outstanding
urban forestry program during the
America in Bloom Symposium in
September. Jim Macy presented
representatives of the city with the J.
Frank Schmidt & Son Co. Urban Forestry
Award.
By way of the J. Frank Schmidt
Family Charitable Foundation, we
have sponsored the award for the past
three years. It’s one of the ways we
encourage the planting of trees on the
community level.
America in Bloom is a nonprofit organization that promotes
beautification and civic pride and
involvement
through
landscape
improvement. Since it was launched
six years ago, AIB has shared its
message about “planting civic pride”
with millions of residents of the 200+
cities cities that have participated in
the program. To learn more about this
grassroots effort, go to the AIB website,
www.americainbloom.org.

Delivery trucks equipped with spider
forklifts are among the innovations
and efficiencies that impressed us at
Midwest Groundcovers, LLC.

Jim Macy presents award to Ithaca, NY

Horticultural research, scholarship
and education get a helping hand
from us every year in the form of funds
granted by the J. Frank Schmidt Family
Charitable Foundation. Jan does a
great job overseeing the work of the
Foundation. She reports that this year
we were able to give a total of $320,000.
Here’s her summary of this year’s gifts:
“This year, we’re very pleased to
support the work of 25 research
scientists and plant breeders,” Jan
reports. “Most of our contribution of
$148,550 supports research at Auburn,
Colorado State, Cornell, Iowa State,
Kansas State, Michigan State, North
Carolina State, Ohio State, Oregon
State, Penn State and Washington
State Universities. We’re supporting
projects at Texas A&M, Virginia Tech
and Universities of Minnesota and
Wisconsin.”
A total of $115,200 was granted
to fifteen arboretums and botanical
gardens, The Landscape Plant
Development
Center
(LPDC),
Horticultural Research Foundation
(HRI), The Oregon Garden, Portland’s
Friends of Trees, America in Bloom
and others. Scholarship funds, local
charities and medical research received
approximately $55,600, with $12,000
of that amount earmarked for college
horticulture scholarships.
“The Foundation was established by
Mom and Dad in 1986,” Jan said. “It was
their way of giving back to horticulture
and to the local community. The gift
of the original 20 acres where they
founded the nursery in 1946 provides
the basis for this non-profit foundation
that benefits the entire horticultural
industry.”

Sam Barkley, Jr., graduated in June from Oregon State
University with a Bachelor of Science degree in International
Business, and a Minor in Communications. His education
included study abroad in Denmark. Sam is the son of Jan and
Sam Barkley. He follows in the steps of his sisters, Sarah and
Stephanie, who graduated recently. Cousins John and Carrie
Schmidt and Gordy Webster also earned degrees from OSU.

Sam Barkley with sisters Stephanie (left) and Sarah..

Dave plans to be
on the road most of
the month of January,
participating in the
winter trade shows,
where Gary, Paul
and I look forward to
introducing him to
you. He will visit as
many customers as he
can schedule between
the shows. Dave will
also travel with our
sales representatives
throughout
the
spring. He is eager to
meet as many of you
as possible and learn
about your business
so we can continue to
serve you well.

Paul Lother and
Dave Stearns

Harvest Gold Linden

(Tilia cordata x mongolica ‘Harvest Gold’ PP12232)

We are pleased to announce the hiring of Dave Stearns
as Vice President of Sales and Marketing. He brings to our
company a lifetime of agricultural knowledge that began on
his family’s South Dakota ranch where he continues to be
involved in the family operation.
Dave brings extensive nursery industry experience to
the position, having served other nursery operations as
President, CEO, Sales and Marketing Manager, and CFO. He
worked for California nurseries including Sunnyside Plants,
Sunseeds and Petoseed.
Dave was most recently President of IFA Nurseries of
Canby, Oregon. His decade of managing IFA’s conifer seedling
operation gives him a strong background in the bare root tree
business. His sales and marketing background, as well as a
BSBA degree from University of North Dakota and Minnesota
CPA certification prepare him well for coordinating our sales
and marketing efforts.
In order to assure a smooth transition to the position
currently held by Paul Lother, Dave will work closely with
Paul until his retirement June 30. Dave started his job on a
rainy day in November. He was quick to pull on his rubber
boots and visit the farms with me to learn details of our
digging, grading and storage processes. Back in the office,
he’s busy learning our extensive product line, studying the
ornamental tree market and product flow, meeting our staff
and talking with our sales reps in the field.

Bright golden yellow
leaves make this new Linden
selection a standout in the
fall. Summer foliage is deep
green and glossy. Exfoliating
bark is ruggedly handsome
throughout the year. Faster
growing than Tilia cordata
cultivars, it reaches a height
of about 40 feet and a spread
of about 30 feet in 30 years in
a typical landscape setting.
High resistance to sun
scald and leaf spot, and
excellent cold resistance
(Zone 3) are among the
reasons this fine tree was
selected by Dr. Wilbert Ronald
and Rick Durand of Jeffries
Nurseries, Ltd., of Manitoba.

Harvest Gold Linden
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Our family is doubly blessed this
holiday season, with two new greatgranddaughters for Mom to enjoy. My
sister Jean became a grandma August
25 when Bryn Gibson (left) was born
to Stephanie and Gordy Webster. My
granddaughter, Tirien Mercy (right),
was born to David and Julie Schmidt
Rasmussen on November 1.
On behalf of the Schmidt family and
all of our staff, we pray for the safety
of our troops, and wish you and your
loved ones a very Merry Christmas and
a Happy New Year.

We are wholesale growers of shade,
flowering and specialty ornamental
trees sold to wholesale growers, garden
centers and landscape distribution
centers across the United States and

Canada. Founded in 1946 by the late
J. Frank Schmidt Jr., we are a family run
company dedicated to the success of
our customers and the advancement of
the horticultural community.

