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Greetings
SNOW! The biggest snow event in
our local weather history since 1950
gave us a very, very white Christmas.
Almost two feet of snow fell at our
Boring area farms. The record snowfall
brought Portland-area travel and
commerce to a near standstill, not
to mention digging and most of our
other farm operations. Some of our
unheated propagation tunnels and
winter protection structures collapsed
from the weight of the snow and ice,
but we were very fortunate not to lose
many plants. Our field stock weathered
the storm beautifully, and at press time
we were wrapping up our digging
season.
Fortunately, relatively dry weather
in late November through the middle
of December gave us a great start on
digging this year’s crop and we were
ahead of schedule before the storm hit.
Some of our grading and warehouse
crews were able to continue grading
and storage while the snow piled up
outside.

Overall, the ‘08 growing season
was good. I’ve been through the
warehouses several times and the
sizes and grades look very good.
Because of the extra inventory in
some varieties, we did some selective
grubbing last winter and spring. Then
we concentrated on caring for and
growing out the strongest plants.
Our bare root grades are recognized
across the industry as being generous,
and this year we’re being even more
selective at the grading table. We think
you’ll be extra pleased with this year’s
crop when you receive it in the spring.

There’s no getting around it. The tree
business is officially in recession along
with the rest of the country. Changes
in national, state and local leadership
give us an opportunity to train a new
group of tree advocates.
What does the new Congress know
about the health advantages and
financial benefits of trees? Do your
Congressional delegates know that
urban trees return millions of dollars
worth of services to our communities?
Regardless of party affiliation, it is our
job as individuals and as an industry
to teach our new senators and
representatives about the value of
trees.
I urge you to work
with your state nursery
association, ANLA, PLANET
and other green industry
organizations to make sure
our voices are heard in
Washington as well as on the
state level.
There’s much talk about
boosting
the
economy
by putting people to
work on federal and state
infrastructure jobs. “Going
green” is all the buzz, and it’s
important that our industry
make sure that all “greening”
projects include investment in
green infrastructure, and that
greening our communities
and our lifestyles includes the
planting of trees.

With everything that is happening
in our industry, and the shaky national
and world economy, the good news
is that business slowdowns like this
one make all of us look closely at
our business practices and review
everything we do. While it can be
painful in the short run, the changes
we make in reacting to a tough market
and a weak economy make us stronger,
more efficient, better companies in the
end.
The best news is: At the end of the
recessionary tunnel there is always
a shortage of good trees. That’s why
it’s more important than ever to
concentrate on growing quality trees,
focusing on growing for future market
demand, and to keep planting.

We appreciate the fact that, while
some of our customers are dealing
with very tough local economies, they
recognize the importance of sticking
with a nursery that supplies top quality
trees as well as providing marketing
support that will create pull through
sales from specifiers.
We are continuing full speed ahead
with our efforts to educate landscape
architects, urban foresters, mayors and
others who influence the purchase
of trees. Our experience at the ASLA
meeting in October was excellent.
Seven customers from the region
accepted our invitation to join us
in Philadelphia as exhibit partners.
Despite the economy, it was the most
positive response we’ve experienced
in the 13 years we’ve attended this
national event.

Mike Leisher
talks trees at
the ASLA
meeting

Larry Biddle presents the J. Frank Schmidt
Urban Forestry Award to Greendale, WI.

Our customers who joined us at the
show made new relationships with
specifiers, and several reported that
they sold trees as a result of attending.
Angelica Nursery, Ingleside Plantation
Nursery,Tuckahoe Nurseries, Schichtel’s
Nursery and Bold Spring Nursery were
part of our exhibit group.

Now, more than ever, it’s important
to increase our efforts to educate
buyers, specifiers, consumers and
public officials. I urge you to be
creative in reaching out to specifiers in
your marketplace. Working with them
will help you develop new markets
and increase sales.
One group that you may be
overlooking is your local non-profit
tree planting organization.
They
can be powerful advocates for tree
planting, and can help increase your
tree sales. Our support of Friends of
Trees, the Portland-based affiliate of
the national Alliance for Community
Trees (ACT), has developed into a
nice partnership. Jodi Patterson has
dedicated a lot of hours over the past
10 years teaching FOT members about
tree identification, planting and care.
Nancy Buley has recently become a
member of their board of directors.

The J. Frank Schmidt Family
Charitable Foundation has sponsored
Friends of Trees neighborhood
plantings for almost 20 years. Over the
years they’ve become good customers,
and purchase hundreds of trees from
us each year. We are confident that
your membership and participation in
your local group will be good for your
business. You’ll find more information
and a list of local affiliates on the
Alliance for Community Trees website,
www.actrees.org

America in Bloom is another
organization that motivates people to
plant trees, flowers and other greenery.
AIB is a national campaign that
promotes community beautification
and improvement. Cities that enter
the competition are judged on their
efforts in a variety of categories. One
of those is urban forestry, and we’re
honored to continue sponsoring the J.
Frank Schmidt Urban Forestry Award.
Larry Biddle traveled to Columbus,
Ohio to present the award on behalf of
the J. Frank Schmidt Family Charitable
Foundation. Greendale, Wisconsin,
competing in the 10,000-15,000
population category, was recognized
for its outstanding efforts to care for
and improve the community’s urban
forest canopy. You’ll find details at
www.americainbloom.org

Friends of Trees and America In
Bloom are examples of the horticultural
and green industry organizations that
we support via the J. Frank Schmidt
Family
Charitable
Foundation.
Jan serves as administrator of the
Foundation and shares some of the
highlights of this year’s giving:
“Thanks to Dad’s vision in setting
up the Foundation back in 1986, it has
provided financial support for a lot of
good causes,” says Jan. “Horticultural
research and scholarship, university
programs and arboretums are the
primary beneficiaries.”

It’s here!
Our new reference guide
is hot off the press. The
cover photo of Mt. Hood
and Lost Lake invites you
to “dive in” to the new
edition and enjoy all 84
colorful pages. They
describe more than 450
varieties and cultivars
of new and timetested, top performing
trees. We’re honored that it finds a place on the
desks and bookshelves of growers, specifiers and
horticultural educators around the world. Our
sales representatives will be delivering copies to
customers. We will continue to distribute it freely
to landscape architects, urban foresters and other
specifiers so they will be sure to ask for our trees
(growing in your fields) by name. A downloadable
version is available at www.jfschmidt.com/rg

In 2008, grants totaling $297,982 were made to 121
charitable, educational and research organizations.
Approximately $163,900 of that amount was dedicated
to horticultural research at 15 universities across North
America. Twelve arboretums (Arnold, Morton, Hoyt, U. S.
National, J.C. Raulston and others) and various horticultural
education programs received $74,350. The Landscape Plant
Development Center headed by Dr. Harold Pellett was
granted $12,000 to continue its research and development
of new plants.
College scholarship programs received $12,000. Medical
research organizations earned $27,300, while local charities
and schools gained $20,430.
Because horticultural
education is an important mission of the Foundation,
various educational events were sponsored including; the
Landscape Below Ground Conference held at the Morton
Arboretum, the ASLA Mayor Roundtable in Philadelphia, the
IPPS meeting in Denver and the ACT meeting in Atlanta.
This year the Foundation ramped up its support of Friends
of Trees by contributing $30,000 in support their “Greening
the Eastside Project.” The grant will help to restore Portland’s
urban canopy. We look forward to making a difference in the
urban forest right in our own backyard.
The J. Frank Schmidt Family Charitable Foundation was
established in 1986 to mark the 40th anniversary of the
company. The non-profit 501(c)3 foundation is endowed by
the proceeds of the sale of the original 10 acre home place.
Contributions benefiting horticulture made over the past 22
years exceed $2 million.

It was a busy summer, and we enjoyed visits from many
of our longtime customers as well as first time visitors
who became customers after seeing how we grow trees.
A number of Garden Writers of America members, in
Portland for their national meeting, visited the nursery and
arboretum. We spoke
to many more at the
GWA trade show,
where we helped out
in the Chicagoland
Grows® booth. We
showed off our State
Street® Maples and
Triumph Elms and
donated 200 young
Marmo® Maples and
Bob LaFara, High Forest Farm Assistant
Ivory Silk® Lilacs.
Manager, fields questions asked by a group
We hosted a tour
of Danish tree growers..
organized by the
OAN in conjunction
with the Farwest Show, and also hosted nursery tours from
Denmark, Germany and Spain. Arno Engels, editor of De
Boomkwekerij, spent several hours touring the nursery.
He featured us and several other Oregon nurseries in this
national publication of the Dutch nursery trade.

State Street® Maple
(Acer miyabei ‘Morton’)

State Street® Maple is a
large shade tree that offers all
the attributes of the tough,
disease and pest resistant,
adaptable hedge maple. Cold
tolerance is also improved.
First introduced into the
Chicago market, this tree is
gaining a fan club around
the country as it is more
widely planted and observed
in landscapes. It performs
well in heavy soils and has
no serious disease or pest
problems. Thanks to Hinsdale
Nurseries for sending us
photos of this excellent tree.

State Street® Maple
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The best thing about the
holidays is the gathering of
family and friends. Our family
gets together on Christmas Eve,
and the group keeps getting
larger as we are blessed with
grandchildren. We hope you’ll
enjoy this photo of Mom and
her grandchildren and greatgrandchildren. From our family to
yours, we wish you a very happy
new year!

We are wholesale growers of shade,
flowering and specialty ornamental
trees sold to wholesale growers, garden
centers and landscape distribution
centers across the United States and

Canada. Founded in 1946 by the late
J. Frank Schmidt Jr., we are a family run
company dedicated to the success of
our customers and the advancement of
the horticultural community.

