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Greetings
May brought us plenty of rain, and
June proved to be one of the wettest
and coolest on record. Nearly 10 inches
of rainfall was measured during these
two spring months at our weather
station in Boring. That’s why we’re
very fortunate that our crews leaped
into action and got our fields planted
during a couple of brief dry periods in
March and April.
The rain prevented much field
cultivation, but our crews powered
on through the wet weather and
finished spring chores such as setting
and removing GrowStraight® stakes,
pruning, staking and tying of new
growth. By the end of June, we caught
up on cultivation and our fields are
looking good.
Growth of the one-year trees is
slightly below average due to the cool
weather, but they are catching up now
that summer has arrived. The extra
moisture has helped the older trees, so
the two and three-year-olds are looking
really good.

Felicitas Rodriguez & Zacarias Lopez dormant
prune 3-year-old Redpointe® Maples

Jan Schmidt Barkley

“Growing New Ideas” headlines the cover of our new catalog that was mailed
in mid-May. It’s a theme we’ve used over the years, and it’s more fitting today than
ever before. We’re doing our best to meet the demand for new and improved trees.
This year, we have 18 new offerings. Four of these are introductions from our own
breeding and selection program.
Rugged Ridge™ Maple is a selection
of Miyabei Maple. It promises to be an
excellent urban tree. Flashfire™ Maple
has the brightest, and most consistent,
fall color that we’ve
seen in a sugar
maple. (You’ll need
sunglasses for this
one!) It’s selected
from a Caddo County,
Oklahoma
seed
source, so it’s extra
drought tolerant, too.
We’re excited about
Emerald
Avenue™
Hornbeam, too. It’s
got the greenest, crisp,
fresh-looking summer
foliage that you can
imagine, even in the
hottest days of summer.
This one promises to
be a tough, handsome,
adaptable city tree.
We’re working to meet
the growing demand
for native trees by
selecting and evaluating
outstanding seedlings of
a variety of species. We
found a winner in the
American Hornbeam family.
Native Flame™ American Hornbeam
is named for its fiery red fall color.
Upright form, mannerly upright growth
habit and predictably bright fall color
are reasons that we introduced this AllAmerican beauty.

Discovering and introducing new
trees is a team effort led by Keith
Warren, our Director of Product
Development. Farm managers and
workers on all of our farms
keep on the lookout for
seedlings that outperform
others. Our production
staff is quick to take notice
of standout trees. Obvious
characteristics such as
outstanding flower, foliage
or fall color are noted, as
is natural pest resistance,
extra-nice form, and
more. These are flagged
and brought to
Keith’s attention. The
most promising ones
are dug and moved
to our experimental
blocks where they
are evaluated over
a period of years.
Only the best are
introduced.
Customers
bring
us some of our best
introductions. It’s an
honor to be entrusted
with special trees such
as Green Whisper™
Bald Cypress, This extra-special tree was
discovered by John and Janet Brailsford
of Shady Grove Plantation, South
Carolina. It is a vigorous grower with
very-soft foliage that you can’t help but
reach out and touch.

As municipal urban forestry budgets
continue to shrink, the role of nonprofit organizations (NGO’s) in greening
our cities is more important than ever.
We’ve stepped up our support of tree
planting NGO’s by sponsoring events
and volunteering on the local and
national level.
In April, the J. Frank Schmidt Family
Charitable Foundation helped to
sponsor the Alliance for Community
Trees’ (ACT) Green Infrastructure
Summit in Washington, D.C.
Kit
Shaughnessy, Mike Leisher and Nancy
Buley represented us. Our coordinated
effort with ANLA, OAN, ACT and
Friends of Trees helped convince all
seven of Oregon’s legislators to support
the Small Business Environmental
Stewardship Assistance Act.

Last newsletter, I promised that
Emerald Sunshine® Elm would be
the next tree to be showcased and
promoted with its own website. We
launched the new site last month,
and it is already attracting attention. If
you’ve purchased this new elm, you’ll
find your nursery listed on the Sources
Page. We’re getting good feedback on
this tree. It also appears to be a top
performer in the National Elm Trial,
where it has caught the attention
of evaluators at various university
trial sites. If you aren’t growing this
tree, you ought to consider it. Your
purchase includes the listing of your
nursery as a source of this up-andcoming tree at www.EmeraldSunshineElm.com

nurseries. H.R.4509 and S.3279 need
your support. You can find details, and
quickly write letters to your legislators,
at www.treesmeanjobs.com

Kit and Mike team up with Barrett Robinson of
NYRP to campaign for trees.

Congratulations to Nancy Buley,
Director of Communications, who
was honored at the annual Oregon
Community Trees (OCT) Urban and
Community Forestry Conference in
June. Nancy was recognized in the
Professional Category for “her years
of tireless advocacy for trees.“ You can
read about all the award winners on
the Oregon Community Trees blog:
http://tinyurl.com/jfs-oct-awards

Reauthorization of the SBA’s Tree
Planting Bill will create jobs, add
value to our communities, and boost
the national nursery economy. You
can read more about the Summit at
www.jfschmidt.com/treepolitics/
If there was ever a “shovel-ready”
economic stimulus package, this
is it. Dr Charlie Hall’s study of the
proposed reauthorization estimates
an economic impact of $741 million
over the next five years. It would create
more than 6,000 private sector jobs
while adding millions of trees to our
urban forests, purchased from YOUR

Summer took a while to find us,
but now that it’s here, it’s time to plan
for the summer trade shows. I’ll be
attending the ANLA events that are
being held in conjunction with the OFA
show in Columbus. We’ll also exhibit at
the PANTS show in Pennsylvania and at
the IGC event in Chicago.

See us at the shows!
PANTS - Booth 2013
August 3-5, Oaks, PA
ILCA Summer Field Day
August 5, Bork Nurseries, Onarga, IL
Nursery Growers of Lake County
Summer Field Day
August 10, Lake Metroparks
Farmpark, Kirtland, OH
IGC Show - Booth 2137
August 17-19, Chicago, IL
Farwest Show - Booth 7120
August 26-28, Portland, OR
ASLA EXPO - Booth 1532
September 11-12, Washington, DC

Paul Ries , Oregon’s Urban Forestry coordinator,
nominated Nancy for the OCT honor.

Can-West Hort Show - Booth 909
September 29-30, Vancouver, BC

Jeff Lafrenz is our newly appointed Director of Marketing.
You are all familiar with the “look” of our company, but you
may not know that Jeff is the person primarily responsible for
it. Jeff celebrates 24 years with JFS in August. He has worked
behind the scenes creating our websites, stock available
lists, catalogs, reference guide, brochures, flyers, postcards,
posters, PDF’s, this newsletter, trade show displays, magazine
ads, and generally anything else that needs to be done. Jeff
does a great job for us, and we are very lucky to have him on
our team.
When Jeff Lafrenz is not serving up great graphics, he grills burgers for
our guests including Dr. Mike Dirr at our 2009 Farwest Customer Event.

Congratulations to Dr. Michael Dirr, who has just been
voted a Lifetime Honorary Member of the American Society
of Landscape Architects. He will be inducted into the Society
at their Annual Meeting in September, where he will also be a
featured speaker. Two weeks prior to receiving this prestigious
award, Mike will be our special guest at our Farwest Customer
Appreciation event.

Jeff and Nancy have worked together as our marketing
team for 16 years, and are now ably assisted by Sarah Varble.
All three look forward to serving our customers better than
ever.
Street Keeper™ Honeylocust is one of those customer
discoveries that I’m sure will be in high demand and
will become a very successful urban tree. Tim Brotzman
entrusted us with the propagation and co-introduction
of this unique street tree. Who but Mother Nature could
imagine (and engineer) a columnar honeylocust?

We were honored in May with the 2010 Business Leadership
Award from Friends of Trees. Our company was recognized for
having supported the local tree planting group since it was
founded 20 years ago. The J. Frank Schmidt Family Charitable
Foundation was also recognized for the many grants over
the years that have supported neighborhood plantings. You
can read more about this event on the Friends of Trees blog,
http://tinyurl.com/jfs-fot-award

Gleditsia triacanthos ‘Draves’ P.A.F
Height: 45' | Spread: 20' | Zone: 4

An ideal tree for city streets, this cultivar
boasts the tight, narrow form that is prized
for streetside planting and has until now been
lacking in the urban tolerant honeylocust.
Our VIP table included Nancy Buley, Barb and me, Mom, Gordy Webster,
Jan, Sam Jr. and Sarah Barkley, and Toby Schamberger

Seasons is a publication of J. Frank Schmidt & Son Co.
© 2010 All Rights Reserved.
P O Box 189 • 9500 SE 327th Ave • Boring, OR 97009
503-663-4128 • Fax 503-663-2121
Toll-Free 1-800-825-8202 • Toll-Free Fax 1-800-283-7537
www.jfschmidt.com

Narrow and strongly upright in form, its
branches emerge horizontally from the trunk
before ascending sharply upward to form
the tightly pyramidal canopy. The result is
strongly attached branches with open angles,
and a canopy that is only half as wide as those
of other cultivars. The original tree has been
nearly seedless. Refined foliage is a deeper
green than other selections, and turns yellow
in autumn.
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Jan and Sam Barkley are blessed with a
new grandchild. Avery Jean Lehl was born
December 18 to Keven and Stephanie
(Barkley) Lehl. Mom is enjoying her fourth
great-grandchild, all girls.
Speaking of Mom, she will be celebrating
a milestone birthday on August 18. Blowing
out 90 candles is a tall order, but since she
is still dancing a couple of nights of week,
we wouldn’t be surprised to see her do it.
We hope you will join us in singing happy
birthday to her at our Farwest event, where
the dessert course will be birthday cake.
Four generations! Mom is enjoying good health and her fourth great-granddaughter.

We are wholesale growers of shade,
flowering and specialty ornamental
trees sold to wholesale growers, garden
centers and landscape distribution
centers across the United States and

Canada. Founded in 1946 by the late J.
Frank Schmidt Jr., we are a family run
company dedicated to the success of
our customers and the advancement of
the horticultural community.

