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Greetings
The month of March surprised us by
covering our fields with a blanket of
snow. The Leap Day snowfall marked
the tail end of the best digging
season we can recall in a long time.
Temperatures have been mild enough
not to cause winter damage, and cold
enough to keep the trees good and
dormant.
Keith Warren, who’s been monitoring
dormancy and bud break at our nursery
for more than 35 years, commented on
the unusual weather:
“Thanks to its being one of the
driest Decembers on record, our soil
moisture and temperatures were
ideal for harvest. The trees came
through the bare root digging and
grading processes in great condition.
Conditions have been perfect for B&B
digging, too.

Trees snug as a bug in our sawdust beds
during the snow we had on March 1st.

“But now, it gets even better,” he
explained. “The second half of February
turned colder, it snowed, and the cooler
weather is continuing into March.”
The timing couldn’t be better. We’ve
seen a sudden, and very encouraging,
uptick in tree sales these past few
weeks, and we hope the trend will
continue. Thanks to the cool weather,
the bare root trees stored in our
sawdust beds will be in good condition
for shipping well into April. We’ll also
be holding a good assortment in the
coolers for sale and shipment into the
month of May.
The trade show climate has been
favorable, too. I went to the MANTS
and CENTS shows, and both were more
positive that I have seen in several

years. There was quite a bit of talk of
shortages, and evidence that caliper
tree prices are starting to come up.
I’m optimistic that as early as next fall,
and by the spring of 2013, you should
see a return to regular pricing for the
majority of trees. By fall and spring of
2014, prices should be closer to where
they need to be.
Kit
Shaughnessy,
our
sales
representative for the Southeast,
declares that the atmosphere at the
trade shows is the best it’s been in five
years.
“MANTS was excellent,” he said.
“Attendees were in a buying mood, and
our customers were writing orders. Our
customers are saying that their sales
are up, pricing is up, and shortages are
starting to appear.”
Roger Purcell, who represents us in

Illinois, says that growers are generally
more optimistic and that prices are
beginning to firm up. Although there
are still a lot of large caliper trees
on the market, he is starting to see
shortages in some varieties in the 1.52” caliper sizes. He notes that smaller
B&B crabapples are in short supply, as
are the more popular Freeman and Red
maple varieties.
One of Kit’s customers reported that
they experienced their best February
sales ever. Larry Biddle reports more
optimism in his Ohio/Indiana territory
than he has seen in the last three to
four years.
“The big glut of trees is declining –
quickly,” Larry says. “I have been talking
to a lot of people this last month and
the 2” caliper trees are holding their
price and many growers are raising
pricing a bit. Demand isn’t great, but it
is beginning to level out with what is
available.”
Mike Fuhrig is encouraged by late
season additions to orders by his
customers in Michigan and Ontario. Our
other representatives report increasing
optimism and stronger overall sales for
their customers, too.
We like those kind of stories, and we
also appreciate the many customers
who have increased their orders. It
seems that many are anticipating
shortages and improved sales.
Although things are improving,
we realize that the market is still very
challenging and just starting to recover.
We are cautiously optimistic that things

Our marketing efforts for Redpointe®
Maple got an unexpected and unsolicited
boost this month when American
Nurseryman Magazine chose a photo of its
autumn leaf to illustrate the cover and. Yes,
it really is that red!
The leaf shot is one of a dozen or so
photos requested by Editor Sally Benson to
illustrate an article about Ash Alternatives.
It was written by Dr. Jeff Iles, who heads up
the Department of Horticulture at Iowa
State University, Ames. Jeff is one of the
best tree experts around. He’s an excellent
teacher, researcher and plantsman. We
appreciate his many years of feedback on
the performance of the new introductions
that we send him every year. As a Trial
Pack evaluator, his expert opinions and feedback are key to our determining
the regional suitability of the cultivars we develop and introduce.
are turning around and wish you a
successful and profitable season.
Redpointe® Maple is as picture
perfect in the landscape as it is on
magazine covers. Trees grown by
some of our “early adopter” customers
who bought our first crop in 2006
are now proving themselves on the
streets. We’re getting great feedback
about its vigor and ease of care in the
nursery, and more importantly, how it’s
performing in landscapes across the
country. Seattle, Philadelphia, Atlanta,
Cedar Rapids, Chicago – the positive
comments keep rolling in.
Next time you visit the nursery,
I suggest that you take the Wood

Village/Gresham exit from I-84 and see
for yourself. Both sides of the Hogan
Road portion of 242nd Avenue are
lined with Redpointe® Maple trees
that are integrated with stormwater
management structures.
Just a year after planting, the corridor
is already looking great. The 70+ trees
will soon become a leafy showcase for
one of our top trees, and a welcoming
entrance to the City of Gresham.
More than two dozen trees
introduced by our nursery are
mentioned and recommended in the
new Sunset Western Garden Book.
We
received
advance copies
as thanks for our
help in creating
this new ninth
edition. Keith
Warren
and
Nancy
Buley
spent a whole
afternoon with
a Sunset editor,
Jim McCausland, helping him pare
down the tree list in order to make
room for newer, improved varieties in
the 9,000-plus plant encyclopedia. You
can read more about the project by
visiting http://jfss.co/seasons-wgb.
In general, our trees have been
getting very good press. Our marketing

department works with print and online magazine editors in
order to get information into the hands of wholesale buyers
as well as consumers. More recently, they’ve been tapping
into social media and blogger communities. These new
media channels are very effective in spreading the good
word about trees.
On the retail level, our
custom tags and trunk wraps
are turning heads in garden
centers. Along with our varietyspecific website, they’re part
of our pull-through marketing
efforts that have made Royal
Raindrops® Crabapple and
Redpointe® Maple into some
of our best-selling trees after
just a few years on the market.
If you’ve not visited these
Crimson Sunset® Maple is a
personal favorite of mine. I’ve
websites, we invite you to
always liked the deep purple
check them out. If your nursery
leaves of Crimson King Maple,
is not listed as a source, you
and these are even better. Acer
can become part of these
truncatum parentage adds
heat and drought tolerance. Its
marketing success stories
glossy purple leaves look great
simply by purchasing our liners.
even after a long, hot summer.

Mom still makes her rounds of the office at least once
and sometimes twice a week. She’s moved to a comfortable
apartment in Gresham, but likes to keep track of what is
going on here and in the nursery world.
She stays active with friends and still dances every week
at the Elks Club. And there’s not much that can get between
her and Bingo Night. She really enjoyed last summer’s ANLAsponsored Kick the Dirt Tour when everyone sang happy
birthday to her in honor of her 91st year. The final dinner was
held at our arboretum, and we all enjoyed seeing so many
friends from far and near. For a photo gallery of this fun event
go to http://jfss.co/seasons-ktd.

Prairie Sentinel® Hackberry
Celtis occidentalis ‘JFS-KSU1’

Our Milton Farm near Pendleton, Oregon, is the adopted
home of two tough and adaptable Kansas natives. After
serving a horticultural internship with us, Curtis Odgers
left Kansas behind and put down roots in Oregon. As
Farm Manager there,
he looks after another
Kansas native - a columnar
Hackberry called Prairie
Sentinel® Hackberry. It’s
the offspring of a tree
discovered in Western
Kansas. Both are thriving
at Milton, where you’ll
find the best features of
Oregon and Kansas, lots
of sunshine and great
growing conditions.
Curtis likes growing this
improved version of the
tree of his childhood. He
remembers hackberry best
as the tree that shaded
his grandmother’s yard
in Wamego, made good
Zone: 4
Height: 45’
firewood, and could take
Spread: 12’
root in a sidewalk crack.
Shape: Tightly
fastigiate,
“This tree’s tough, but
columnar
it’s
a big improvement
Foliage: Medium
green
over the species in terms
Fall Color: Yellow
of looks and growth habit,”
he says. “It has a very sturdy form and stout branches, and
calipers real well.“ Other features include tightly columnar
form and heat and drought tolerant foliage.
Curtis and Prairie Sentinel® Hackberry also share
Kansas State University in common. The tree is a joint
introduction of Kansas State University and JFS. Royalties
support KSU programs. Curtis studied horticulture there
for three years prior to transferring to Oregon State
University where he obtained his degree. Curtis worked
at Skinner’s Garden Store in Topeka and for Carl Meyer of
Horticultural Services, Manhattan, Kansas.
We’ve run out of room before we’ve run out of news, so you’ll find
more news of the nursery in the News & Notes section of our website.
You can read about our success with employing lean management
principles, an update on our involvement with Friends of Trees and the
America in Bloom program, and more. Also, be sure to save the dates
of August 11-15, when the International Society of Arboriculture will
hold their conference in Portland. We’ll hope to see you then.
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Our family welcomed a new baby into the world
with the arrival of Jay Carl Lehl. Born on January 30
at 5:14 p.m., he is the son of Keven and Stephanie
(Barkley) Lehl. He joins his sister Avery, and is Grandma
Jan’s first grandson.
Jay’s name honors the memory of his Grandpa
Sam Jay Barkley, who passed away on May 10 after 33
years of marriage to Jan. We miss Sam a lot, and think
of him often. Those of you who knew him will enjoy
a tribute to him that is posted on the internet
http://jfss.co/seasons-sam
Little Jay weighed in at 8 pounds, 9 ounces
and measured 21 inches. Jay is Mom’s sixth greatgrandchild and her first great-grandson. He’s among
the many blessings that we are thankful for as we gear
up for a new growing season.
As always, we are thankful for your business and
wish you the best in this new year.

We are wholesale growers of shade, flowering and specialty
ornamental trees sold to wholesale growers, garden centers
and landscape distribution centers across the United States and

In this four-generation photo, Jay is surrounded
by his mom; Stephanie Lehl, his grandmother;
Jan Schmidt-Barkley, great-grandmother; Evelyn
Schmidt and sister; Avery Lehl.

Canada. Founded in 1946 by the late J. Frank Schmidt Jr., we are a
family run company dedicated to the success of our customers and
the advancement of the horticultural community.

