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At the risk of sounding like a broken 
record, I am pleased to report that we’ve 
enjoyed another excellent growing 
season. It’s been a four-year run of 
good weather that has let us plant 
early in the season to get the young 
trees established in time to take full 
advantage of our warm, dry summer 
days. Our experienced and well-trained 
field crews have done a great job that 
is proven at the grading stations, where 
our teams double-check to make sure 
that our quality is top notch. 

Although October gave us record 
rainfall, we got an early start on digging 
and are ahead of schedule. Though 
liners are in short supply, our good 
grade out has resulted in better counts 
overall, and we still have a good supply 
of bare root, container and B&B trees 
to choose from. If you missed our 
take on “The Long and Short of Liner 
Supply,” you can read it online here:  
http://jfss.co/clipw16-short

We’ll be attending the major winter 
trade shows, so we’re looking forward 
to seeing you soon.

Frank III, Sam Barkley, Jr. 
Gordy Webster & Jan Schmidt Barkley

Greetings

Champagne launches ships, but 
Crown Royal christens cold storage 
facilities – Schmidt nursery style. 
On December 1, Schmidt family, 
employees, vendors and contractors 
stood by while Frank and Jan teamed 
up to simultaneously break a pair of 
Crown Royal bottles on the entry posts 
of our newest facility, Cooler #7. 

Inside, everyone enjoyed hors 
d’oeuvres, wine and beer while 
admiring the new building that 
adds nearly one million cubic feet of 
temperature and humidity-controlled 
space to our existing cold storage 
capacity. The 180' x 180' structure is 
our largest to date, bringing our total 
cold storage capacity to approximately 
3,500,000 cubic feet.

Designed for maximum energy 
efficiency and optimum airflow, the 
cooler will reduce risk of disease while 
keeping trees dormant and in top 
condition until planting time.

General Manager Art Anderson 
welcomed everyone to the christening 
and thanked the planning and 
construction teams for turning the big 
idea of two years ago into reality. The 
planning committee was led by Gordy 
Webster, Assistant Production Manager. 
He shared some of its special features 
with guests. 

“This facility is built to be very 
energy efficient. Insulation in walls and 
ceilings, LED lights, and a sophisticated 
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We’ll look forward to seeing you 
at the winter shows where you can 
fine tune your spring planting lists 
and discuss the upcoming year with 
our Oregon staff and your local sales 
representatives. Indiana Green Expo is 
the first of our 12 winter shows. When 
we’re in your region, we hope you’ll 
come to the show and stop by our 
booth! http://jfss.co/clipw16-ts

If you can’t make it to the shows, 
please plan to visit our nursery and 
our arboretum this year. Farwest Show 
is a great time to visit. The OAN’s new 
Wednesday-Friday show dates (August 
23-25) give you the opportunity to 
do business during the week, and 
the option to stay and play for the 
weekend. 

Horticultural and medical research, 
arboretums and botanical gardens, 
schools, churches, hospitals and non-
profit community organizations are 
recipients of this year’s gifts of the 
J. Frank Schmidt Family Charitable 
Foundation. The 501(c)3 foundation 
was established in 1986 by Evelyn and 
J. Frank Schmidt Jr. in recognition of 
the company’s 40th anniversary. They 
founded it as a way for their family 
to give back to the local community 
and to the nursery industry. Over the 
years, more than $5.6 million has been 
donated, according to Jan Schmidt 
Barkley, Foundation administrator.

“Mom and Dad were very grateful 
to the Oregon community and to the 
nursery industry for the success of our 
company and for our many blessings,” 
she said. “Establishing the Foundation 
was their way of giving back and saying 
thanks. As we celebrate our company’s 
70th anniversary, our family is thankful 
to be able to continue to give thanks in 
this way.” 

computer system keep air temperature 
and humidity at optimum levels,” he 
explained. “A switch from Freon to the 
much less expensive glycol coolant 
reduces refrigerant costs and energy 
use. These changes help protect the 
environment, reduce our storage and 
labor costs, and help us deliver better 
quality trees to our customers.  

“We reduce labor costs by storing 
trees inside for the whole season rather 
than storing them in our traditional 
sawdust beds and having to restore 
them indoors for late season shipping 
to our cold-climate customers. The 
quality of the trees won’t be affected by 
the combined risk of early Northwest 
springs and the long cold winters 
that many customers have been 
experiencing lately.”

High-powered air circulation fans 
roared overhead while guests explored 
the first and second floors of the state-
of-the-art structure. Some of the shiny 
new storage racks were already stacked 
full of freshly dug and graded bare root 
trees. With digging in full swing, they 
promise to fill up fast. 

A total of $315,000 was distributed 
in September to local and national 
organizations. Twenty-four horticultural 
scientists were granted more than 
$170,000 to further their research efforts. 
Eight universities and community 
colleges were granted $39,000 in 
scholarship funds. Twenty non-profit 
horticultural organizations shared 
$45,000+ that will enhance local and 
national tree-plantings, community 
improvement projects and educational 
efforts. Approximately 30 local 
community organizations will share 
$18,000+ to further their philanthropy.

Friends of Trees is an annual 
recipient of Schmidt Family Foundation 
gifts. Supported by our foundation 
for more than 25 years, this local non-
profit tree planting organization aims 
to plant its 600,000th tree this year. 
Some have been planted by Schmidt 
family members and employees, 
who regularly serve as volunteers at 
neighborhood tree plantings.

Keven and Stephanie (Barkley) Lehl and their 
children, Avery and Jay, plant Rocky Mountain 

Glow® Maples in Oregon City. 

Lance Schamberger, our Pacific Northwest sales 
representative,  coaches his son, Luke, on the finer 

points of stake pounding. 

Sam Barkley and Gordy Webster tap the keg and 
serve guests at the cooler christening.

Family members Sam Barkley, Jr., Jan Barkley, 
Gordy Webster and Barbara and Frank III



August 8 was the wedding 
day of Natalie Moore and 
Sam Barkley. They tied the 
knot in Maui  and came home 
to celebrate with family and 
friends at a reception in the J. 
Frank Schmidt, Jr. Arboretum. 
The evening was perfect 
for dining and dancing and 
celebrating their marriage. 
Congratulations Sam and 
Natalie! 
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City foresters worldwide are ramping up their efforts 
to plant for greater diversity of species. Sophisticated and 
easy-to-use inventory tools, such as the i-Tree software 
suite developed by the U.S. Forest Service, help urban 
forest managers identify those genus and species that may 
dominate their public canopies. Crunching the numbers 
helps them to plan for and 
plant a wider range of genera 
and species to enhance overall 
urban forest health. Ginkgo is 
a desirable genus for achieving 
genetic diversity goals, and 
one that we have available in 
a range of sizes at this time. At 
right, Gordy Webster and Roger 
Purcell check out the quality of 
the two-year Princeton Sentry® 
Ginkgos during our fall sales 
meeting.

Congratulations and thanks to Toby Schamberger, who 
retired in September after 28 years of serving our company 
and customers in the Northwest. Toby began his career 
here in 1988, splitting his time between Northwest Shade 
Trees and JFS. He stepped into the role of Pacific Northwest 
sales representative in 1994. In 2006, he hired his son, Lance 
to assist. Their teamwork has led to a smooth and gradual 
transition of the territory after Toby decided in 2014 to cut 
back on his travels in order to spend more time with his wife, 
Teresa, and his three grandchildren.  

“I’ve enjoyed working for the Schmidt family,” he added. “I 
spent a lot of good years there and met many great people 
along the way.”

We are sad not to see as much of Toby as in the past, but 
happy that he’s enjoying having more time to spend hunting, 
doing leatherwork and woodworking and spending time 
with his family. Thanks Toby!

Hummingbirds, bees and other 
admirers are attracted to bright pink 
flowers that smother the weeping 
branches of this petite ornamental 
cherry in spring. Dark green foliage 
resembles that of the popular  
Snow Fountains® Cherry in summer 
and turns orange in autumn.

Prunus ‘NCPH1’ P.A.F.

Our family keeps 
growing! Congratulations 
Sarah and Paul Fisher on 
the birth of a daughter, 
Everlee Joyce. Born on 
April 7, 2016, she joins 
her big brother, Barrett 
in the Fisher household. 
Everlee is the fourth 
grandchild of Jan and  
the late Sam Barkley, 
and is the ninth great-
grandchild of Evelyn and 
Frank Schmidt, Jr. 
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We are wholesale growers of shade, flowering and specialty 
ornamental trees sold to wholesale growers, garden centers 
and landscape distribution centers across the United States and 

Canada. Founded in 1946 by the late J. Frank Schmidt Jr., we are a 
family run company dedicated to the success of our customers and 
the advancement of the horticultural community.

When Santa showed up at the OAN 
Mt. Hood Chapter Christmas party, he 
was surprised to see so many Schmidts 
gathered beneath the Christmas tree. The 
kids (including young-at-heart Evelyn who 
turned 96 in August) told him they’d been 
very, very good, and there was candy for all. 

From our family to yours – we wish you 
the merriest Christmas and a Blessed New 
Year. We ask you to pray for and honor 
those who serve our country, and to lend a 
helping hand to those in need. 


